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THE PEACE MISSION.
Wice President Alexander II. Stephens,
Senator R. M. T. Hunter and
Judge John A. Campbell at
Fortress  Monroe.
RSSO TN

Secretary Seward Gone Down
to Meet Them.

-

OUR SPECIAL DESPATCHES.

'

‘REBEL ‘ACCOUNTS OF THER MISSION.

They Come on An Informal Invi-
tation from Mr, Lincoln. -

They Are Without Credentials, Have
~ No Power to Negotiate Peace,
and Are Merely Informal
Agents of Jefi, Davis.

Their Coming the Result of Mr. Blair's
Visit to Richmond.

ﬂketeheg of the Rebel Com-
missioners.

Agents of the French and English Gujcmments
Reported in Richiond,

&c,, &cyy &e,

Our Bpcelal Washington Despateh.,
Wasmixaroy, Feb, 1, 15683,

Webave bad a surfelt of peace rumors here \o-day,
and it 1s exceedingly difficult; out of the mass of contra-
dictory statements, to arrive at the truth. The facts in
the caso appear to be these: The delegation from Rich.
moud were admitted within the lines yesterday, and to-
day started down the James river on an army trosport, |
They were, Lowever, stopped at Fortress Monroe, and
lnnnl’a_ry Seward started for Annapolls at noon to mest

d

There is reason to believe that they are not to come tc
Washington at_present, but  any negotistions or eonfer-
ence in regard Lo a settlement of the difficultics will be
sonducted at the [ by 8 y 8 i in behalf of
the government. This may bodone to prevent the publi.
aly which would necessarily attend tholr preience Lera.

The whole affuir Is involved in & good deal of mystery,

, and, whilo acoredited representatives of the rebel guv-
ernment would not be received, yet the President bs wil-
Mag o receive and any suggesti which they
maay bo desirous of making, looking to a settlement upon
the basis of a return to the Union, leaving the question
of slavery 1o be determined by the action of the States
wupon the Itational amendment

Tt must be borue in mind that this whole Blair negotia-
tlon has been conducted under the anzpices of Mr. Sew-
ard, and this |s bolieved to be only a continuation of
those negotiations,

Becrctary Seward En Route to Meet the
Rebel Peace Commissioners.
Bartmeong, Feb, 1, 1666,

The Amnapolia correspondent of the Ameriom an-
mounces the arrival there this morning of Secretary Sew-
ard, accompanied by his private secretary, who im-
mediately left for Fortress Monroe, on General Graut's
despatch steamer, to moet the robel commissioners,
They were met at the depot by Genernl Berry, and
escorted o the executive chamber, whore they were wel-
semed by Governor Bradford.

Mr. 8. Cadwallader's Despatch.
Ciry Poryr, Vi, Jan. 51, 1865,

The peace rumors which have gained such eireulation
tn the North by the recenl visits of Fraocls P, Blalr, 8r.,
and General Slngleton to the rebel capital, have at length
sequired prominence |n army chvles, and aro being dla-
oussed in flold and camp, As might be expected, the
feoling is different; but few officers or privates bellove
s h ble peace ble st present, or have faith
in the echemings and plottings of such ambassadors. To
the army the war I8 a practical reality, w bo coded only

In a practical maoper. Our government de-
mands ditioual bin kssl to the fodo.
ral muthority and the Jaws and prodlamntions

emancipating elaves. The rebels fight for o pational fo-
dependence nod the perpotuation of slavery, The war
must, of necessity, go on unbil one of the parties will can-
sont to & modificalion of the terms, Our practieal
diplomats, with cannon and carbine, belleve the time has
mot yet arrived for the rebels to wubmit without condi-
tlons, nod are equally cortaln the spirit of our people
would submit to nothing less.

It cannot be concealed, however, that o marked
ebange has taken plnoo in Bouthern minds reganding
e conditions and desirability of peaco within
few montha The tome of the Richmond press
® now such that the ‘“hated subject” bears
dis They b slatlo in thalr sdmiration of
the goldon, glorious future poseible, could the Unloa
Hon acd rebel lamb but agreo to lle down in the green
paatures of national amily and reconstruction.

Bul these vague yearuings are dally taking more tangl.
e forma.  The first and second missions of the elder
Plalr did much to tickle our vanity and mollify the re-

tment of Joff Davis. R of paace beeamo
a8 common in Richmond as Washington., Fur some days
past mysterious lutimations 1o the Richmond paprrs
"Bave bean mrmhnduwlng some mlu evenl, Bpeculs.
Won was 0 tiptoe. b ¢ the™
anmnmal was minde in thelr papers tuat “\flm Pre.
~sident Aloxandor H. Stephens, Mr. John A. Campbell,
former Asslstant Secretary of War, and Hon, R M. T.
ABuntir, were on (helr wag to Washington as commie-
feontrs  of poace” It was stated that these
ageotlemon loft. Richmond for Potersburg on Bunday af-
 fernoon, would pass through our lines and over Grant's
military rullroad to City Polnt on Monday, and wore
"doubtiess then well om their way (o the federal capital. §

Yenterday morning thess lied Cor ndmisal
through our llnes by fag of truce In front o the Ninth
eorps. 1 am Informed and believo—although officlal ro-
wicence has prevented & conlirmation of the rumor—some
seabulcal formalities delayed the immedinte transmission
of & reply, but to-day will reveal the truth of all 1 have
stated.

The Richmond papers oliim to knew mothing of the

powers with which these commissoners are clothed, but

yhave very faint oxy of peace resulting. They

predict a fatlure will still further unite the Boutbern poo.

pia, and bellave In that sense the mission will notl' be n
ire.

The Press Despatch.

Ciry Porsr, Jan, 3
Via Wasmivarox, Feb 1, 1565 I

Tentordny & flag of truco appeared on the lma in front
of Patersbu !&Ww by tha Nioth eorps, and. , mes-

gt waa 16¢ permision Lo allow Vice I, .dent

Alaxander [ Stephons and Senater R. M. T. Hunter,
commissioners from the Boutherm vonfederacy, to pass
through our llnes for the purpose of procaeding to Wash-
Ington, supposed to be for the purpose of proposing
terma of peace, or for u conferamce on that subject with
the guvernment wt Weal inglem.

Owing to some misunderstanding they did mol come
through our lines; bus it Is expected that the matter will
be spredily arranged, and that they will arrive to-day,
and st once be conveyed to Washington in a special boat

This 1s the only event of any interest thas has occurred
for a week.

The troope are being luspected agd drilled by squads,
companies and regiments. This occupies most of the
tme of the officers,

REBEL ACCOUNTS.

DEPARTURE OF THE REBEL PEACE OOMMIBSIONERS.
[From the Richmood Sentinel, Jan. 30.]

Mesnrs, A, H, Stephens, R. M. T. Hunter and John A.
Campbell teft Rich 1 y day morning on their way
to Washington, to confler with President Lincolu on the
subject of putting an end Lo the war If possible. The cir-
cumstances under which these gentlemen have departed
on their mission are undersiood to beus follows:—Mr.
F. P. Blak baving soughtan dnofficial and confidential
interview with President Davis, departed for Washiogion
‘with an assurance that our President would be willing at
any Lime, without auy obstacle of form, tosend agents
of commismoners to Washingion e confer sboul terms of
peace, if ‘informed In advance that said Com-
misgloners would be recelved On Mr. Blair's
second  vieih to Richmond he brought the con-
seny of Mr Lincoln to recelve and confer with any
agents informally senl with a view o the resloralion of
peace.  The vhree gentlemen who loft yesterdny wero
th by the Pr , and they have gone
withow formad credentials, and mb' as informal agenis, to
see whether it is possible to plm a ml’u‘nmfor peace

reanimate the people. Let him nok weary oor hait in tha

work of reform, and the country will again hall him wilh

acclamations of enthusiasm and love,

MESSENGERS FROM THE PRENCH AND ENQLISH GOV-
ERNMERTS REPORTED ARRIVED IN RICHMOND.
[From the Richmond Whig, Jan. 30, local columa.)
Hon. R. M. T. Hunler, Vice President Biephens and

Judge Campbell, of the War Department, lefi this city

yosterday morning by the Petersburg train for Old Polnt,

on & missbon connected with negotiations with the United

Statea government looking to pince. Whether thy will

meet tho federal commissioners there or precesd to

Washington we have not been informed.

Upon the becl of the departure of our commissioners

a rumor gained curreney that bearers of despatchen had

arrived in Richmond from both the French and English

otd. Wo neced hardly add that we could trace

t[ to no anthentic source.

. [From tbe Richmond Dispatch, Jan. 30.)

ere wus N0 war news yest'rday, but in lieu thereof
pence rumors wero as plentiful as blackberiien, Those
were of every variety of shade and color, and owed their
origin chlefly to the fact that President Davie had ap.
pointed three peace commissionsry (o proceed to Wushing-
ton. This fact became publicly knowy, and at once the flovd
of rumors was let loose. It were idle to atéompt lo recapls
tulate them, All that la known regarding theso peace
commissioners is that Vice President Stephens, Assistant

Becretary of War Campbell nnd Benator R. M. T,

Hunter, having, pursuant (0 an understanding

come Lo with Mr. Francis P, Rluir, been appolnted by Mr.

Davis as peace commiesioners, left ‘this ¢y by the

Petersburg traln yesterday morning, st ten o'clock, m

roule for Washinglon, From Pelersburg they have by

this time gome by Orant's milltary rallroad to City

Polnt, whenco they will proceed to Baltimore or Am.

napolls by steamer, Tt is feared that the cold weathor,

by obstrusting navigation, will retard them lu their trip.
Nothing i® known here ns to the powers with which
these commissioners aro clothed. There are a thousand

oo any basis which may scrve fi ining 5o desirable a
resiyit 1t is possible that success m attend thelr ef:
forts; but wisdom and prudence demand that we indulge
in no confldent expectations on tho subject, and that we
relux not one mom:nt tn energetic preparation for the
ansuing c.mwn?rn. From the choice made by the Presi.
deot wo  may rest assured that we moons will
be loft wnbricd lo gffact peace, il It be pos-
&blo to obtaio Ib; Dbutb if the three eminecnt citizens
scelected fur the parpose shall fail in their attempt, one
good result will certainly have been reached. Al dis-
copdant counsels on this subject will have become ro-
conciled, and it will go longer be in the power of tho
fuctious or the timid Lo persuade the people thal peace
can be reathed by any path other thun that opened for
Wi by s'out hoarts and stout hands
THE COMMISSIONERS ARE ONLY REPEATING THE
BLALR EXPERIMENT.
[From the Richmond Faquirer, Jan, §0.]

The Blair wisdion hus supggested o sotne of our leading
men the propriety of a reciprocal experiment for pt-nu-
and Viee Prasident Stephens, Judge Campbell, Assi

lutions and theories on the subject, all of which,
bein. based on no kuown fact, are worthless, Aboub
helf of our peoplo think that peace I8 some how to
eome dit of this comission, while the other balf
hope mothing Dbetter from it than  that our
whole people, being convinced thera 4 mo prospect
of an howorible peacs, will be united a8 one man m the
datermination to proseouts the war with Inoreased vigor,
The Tallure of the commimloners mont have this effect;
for there can be no question Maat, b Sl various sentl
meuts, they fully represent wll clnsses of the loyal people
of the Southern States,

The seneation produced n Rlchmond by Mr Blalr's
first visit was & vipplo on the waters compared with the
muelstrom of pxcitemont Inte which the eities of tho
North will be thrown by the adveat of the “rebel peacs
commissioners,”  Alvendy Now York ls in & commaotion
over the news of their coming, which bas beon (ashed
over the wires, The reporters of the great newspapers
are already on the track of tho three gontlemen, and to-
morrow morning the papers will be filled with their ac-

Secretary of War and Senator Hunter, of Vlrglniu, havye,
with thie knowledge and approval of the President, de-
termined to visit Washington to see what ean be dono
towards the great eud so mueh  desived.  The=e
gentlemen are Cully posted upon all mattera Involved in
propositions of peace, and if they moel with the en.
conmmgement their humane and patriotic impulses deserve,
t!m \uy will 'Iw opened for regnlar and, it I8 to be hoped,

cli The isai left Rich.
mond yesterday moruing by tho Petersburg Railroad for
City Polut, where the flag of truce steamer New York
will. meet them and transport them (o Washington.

THE FAILURE OF THE COMMISSIONERS ANTICIFATED
AND PREFPARATIONS FOR CONTINUED WAR URGED.
[From the Richmond Whig, Jan, 30.]

‘Wo bave arrived at & oritical point in our contraversy
withi the government at Washington and the people it
roprescols.  Commissioners have left this capital for
thas of the enemy, under & guwas Invitation from Presi-
dent Tineoln, to diarusa the possibility of sdjusting the
mnm o dispute and ending tho war. It is of vital

that we should just now ber that we
are d&ling with an excesdingly ariful and thoroughly
unecrupulous foe, It is not Impossible that this is an
honest and stncere endeavor on their part to terminate
the war, and that such may be the result; but it is not
#afe for us to think so. On the contrary, while our com-
mi=sloners should make the most earnest effurts to secure
a satisfactory pence, and while our people should second
theee effurls with their prayers, il i s the time abcos all
others when we should put furth every exertion and srain
erery musolein preparabion for eondinued war, If the ene-
my desire peaco these eMorts will not diminish their de-
gire; If they inlend a soare, this s the way to foil them,

We confess, with regret, that weo seo but little evidence,
and {ndulge but the Mintest bope, that they are prepard
¢ accord ws such terms as we could think of accepling, 1t
hos been but a litlle while since, by the re-election of
Linecoln, s decided majority of them declnred against any

t The Henaip will have a duzen columns
of “the rebel peace iR i Ythelr p o
“how they'look ;" ‘‘what they say;"" ‘‘what they eas,”
&e., &o.  The illustruted papers will contaln their pho-
tographe,  How they looked beforo the war and how they
look now. In short, the “‘rebel commiszioners™ will be
a nloe days’ wonder to the Yaukee naton, and as such,
and eoming In just tho nick of time to break the dreary
monotony of the winter campaign, will be hafled with
delight.

THE POWERS OF THE COMMISSIONERS.

[From the Richmond Bxaminer, Jan, 0.]

For so far the treacherous policy of the enemy in

sending an intrigulog politician to it mysterlously o
and fro acroes the lines, and create a vaguo imp |

. the war have ever cherlshed tko thought that when the

soveral erro impressi broad bearing upon this
matter, which it would be ay well to dicpose of. Peoplo |
say and repesd 0 ouo another, rubbing their handa with
aD lanocent ghee, that there must bavo been some inii-
mation conveyed W Beward from Europe which makes
the encmy 50 @ager now o wind up Lhe war. In fact,

| election, Mr. Stepbens mado his famous spoech at Mil.

ledgeville, in which he d elared that in his judgment 'the
eloction of no man, constitutionally chosen to that high
oftice (President), is sufficient cause for any State Lo sepa-
rate from the Union."” January 19, 1861, when the ord|-
pance of secesslon cams toa vote in the Georgla Btate

that England aud Frauce might, could, would or should
bave Informed Lincoln that, if on the éth of March be
be oot imaugurated Presdeot of the whole of the old
Elates, they, England and Frunce, will then recognizo
him only as President of those States which coneurred in
his election. Theve ls not the sl'ghtest cvidence or foun-
datlon of faet for this or any kindred rumor. It ls
perfectly well known that they are at the end
of thelr resources if we chooss to hold out
in weslstance; thal both o moncy and in men
their means are exhausted, and that their present
armies im Abo_field are their lnst  Yes, after all,
it is not s much toconclude m peace they send their
commissioners and ojen their shaum negotiatl as W

Conv , Mr. £leph with Herschel V. Joh and
Hon. Lenten Stephons, voted aguinst it.  Notwithstand-
ing this record of persi pposition to the
movemoent, Mr. Stephens was usanimously elecied \'iu
President of the rebel confedoracy by the first rebel Con-
gross, at Montgomery, Alabama, February 8, 1861, Short-
Iy after (March 21) be made a speech at Savannah in vin.
dication or defence of slavery, in which he declared that
thy new government of which he had just been elected
¥Yice President was founded on slavery as the corner
stane of the republic. He reaches Washingtlon ata sin-
gularly important hour, to find that less than four years
have served to destroy the corner stone of which he thea

docelye and distract ws from the measures nocdful for
our defence, while they move forward owards the final
investment of Richimond, They prefer to enter the city
B8 conguenors fatlicr thun to obtain peace by treaty be-

tween Richmond and Washington, At all events, if
poace is offered, the torms of it will be as above stuted.

How will the srmy like it! Do Confederate soldlers in-
deed confess themsrives po utterly heaten that after the
tolls and sacrifices of four years, afterthe loss of a0 many
gallont men in battle, under o flag that s now renowned
by Innd and sea, they would yleld up the whols cause fur
which they foughi—the soversign right of their native
Staten, the coulivi over their own institutions, the pos-
sedslon of their right to property, the jnberitance of thelr
own children?  Our soldiers who have served throughout

#trugele s over, and our Independence won, they will

The present is not the first attempt’ on the part of the
rebel Vice Presideot to reach the ear of the Presideat.
On July 4, 1863, he approached Fortress Monroe on the
rebel gumboat Torpedo, and expressed a desire to enter
the Union liges, with s letter from Davis to President Lin-
eoln. The purpose of Mr. Stephens on that occasion was
In reference to the exchange of prisoners. He falled on
that oceasion to reach Washington,

Mr. Blepheus lately fell undor suspicion in the Bouth
for his persistent advocacy of s conveniion of wil the
Etates, looking to a conclusion of the war, His plan was
denounced i very strong torms, and his characier was
bandled with great frecdom by the rebel progs.  One af
the organs of the rebel administration invited him to ro-
sign and ‘‘return to the people the office they liad so un-
wisely conferred on him.” This erusade of the govern-
ment press againgt him caueed a coldness between Mr,

somotlimes proudly wear the gray Confed
apd the hard wou fnsiguia of (Lelr rank, aod tell thelr
ohildren and their grandchldren the gtory of some glo-

Btepl and Joft. Davia. This is sald to have been con-
cluded on Friday last, in a lung interview which took
place in Richmoud, doubtless upon the subjeet of the

rlous day when the setting sun i1} ed the viotori
orges of stars. Yes, and many a bereaved famiy pro-
sarves with fond pride the sword of their lost brother
or son, to attest in future geoerations how
thelr  kindred blood fiowed o for  Southern
independence,  But pow how would it be if such
a pence really foll upon us? Hide, burn overy shred
of the gray Confederube cloth, Rip off sturs and bars,
and bury them o that no ove shall gee them. Dure not
to ehow the souveuirs of those you have lJost, and
breathe not their names,  Let evory vestige and remin.
Ipeence of the army that fought with Lee and Jackson
sink out of =ight, and let oternal silence reet over ull that
department of memory, This wust oot and this shall
not be, There 15 po peed cven to speculate upon the
poasibility of such infamy. It wos wrong; It was weak
beyond measirs to permit this journeying to and fro of
greret messongers without credentinle, at the finminent
rizk of enervating the military spirit of the country by
turning men's thoughts to dreams and vislons of peace,
at the very moment whon every cucrgy oight to be
strung and bruced for war.

However, as it has begun, lot ua hope that
this lnst step will be the last.  All the peace
party at the South protests that it will in nowise have a
peace of sub fon and of abeliti The parties who
bave gone to Washington are men of understanding, and
they may on their return bo ablo to make plain to the
humblest Intellsct that no othor peace than that Is to bo
obtained, and so silence wll dispute, and so produce a
desirable unanimily, and g0 explode forever all sehomos
and projects unworthy a gallant people. It may be
hoped then to sne the end of the feeble kind of managpe-
moent in ourpublie affime. With Lee as g

P mission, and which created a great excitement

THE SOUTH.

THE CABINET CHANGES AT RICHMOND,

P A

Davis Not Disposed to Appoint Lee and Johnse
ton to the Positions Offered
Them by Congress.

Breckinridge Installed as Secre-
tary of War,
&e.,

&e. o] &e.

The Rebel War Department.
GENEHAL BRECKINRIDGK BECHETARY OF WAR—THR
COMING TAX BILL.

[From the Richmond Despatch, Jan. 30.]
We think it certale that General Breckinridge has been
appointed Secretary of War, though his appointment has
not yet been presented to the Senate for its approval.
It is said that Me. E. M. Hruce, of Kentucky, is to bo
Commissary General. He (s #poken of as posseasing pe-
culiar Othess for Lthe office.  But the truth s, should Con-
gross, us iL probably will, pass a law giving merket value
for all property wken for government use, the labors of
the Commilzeary Department will be immeasurably de-
creasod. There will be then no necessity for impresse
ments, ¢ being once known Lhat the government s give
ing the highest market price, the hidden stores of the
country will be crowded Into the market.
In shis connection we may meption that the Home
Floance Committee are now perfocting & eweeping tax,
bill, which will be ready to take the redundancy of she
currency that would otberwise be ereated by the immeonse

fu that city.
SKETCU OF K. M. T. HUNTER, OF VIRGINTA.

Benator Hunter, of Virginia, i the radical scoessionist
of the peace ouvmnussioners, sud represents the ““last
ditch" even of the South. He s of English descent,
and anative of Esrex county, Virgiuia. Iu 1824, bofore
he bad reachod the proper age, he was elected to the
Virginis ouse of Delegates from his native sounty, aod
enlered wpon publo life, He was reiilocted as a whig
partisan in 1535, aud sgain in 1838, and cobperated zoa-
lously with Wiee snd others, State rights men, of that
cait, In favor of White, of Virginia, us a candidute
for the Presileney aganst Mr. Van Buren. He
avowed Rimeell at this time in oppositon to o
national b:;* 0 protective  tarfll  aopd  ghoilar
neasures, entercd Congress in 1837, In December,
1889, he was elected Bpeaker of the Houge nfter a pro-
tructed struggle of soveral weeks' duration, In 1840 he
refused to support elther Harvison or Van Buren. In
1841 he was reflected to Congress for the third time,
and became classed with the democrats, i cousequence
of which ho was defeated in 1843 At the next election
o recovered his ground, and in 1845 was returnod to his
seat by a Inrge majority. In 1547 ho was elected to the
Senate over ‘' Extra Billy Bmith.,” In 1838 ho was
agnin choson Senator, nud held his seat as such until
1560. Dwuring hia two terms Lhe was chalrmoan of the
Committes on Finance. His terin expired in 1860, :

Hiy Arst opon service in the cause of the rebellion wos
ag o delogate to the Montgomery rebel Coungresa from
Virginin, His sppointment dates from April 29, On
July 25, 1862, he sucectiled Robert Teombs, of Georgla,

wielding umttﬁihd power over all our armies and ull

that peace wos somebow coming, bas succeeded per-
fectly. The encmy kunew the woakness of our Presi-
dent, they remembered the Jaq Kirke affalr, und
made no doubt that if they sent & well known old Wash-
ington schemer be would be at once recelved—ereden-
thals or mo crodentinls—and clasped to the Execulive
heart, and then a thousand rumors could not fail to fiy
abroad through the army and amongst the cit'zens, and
to every remote village in the confederncy, that peace was
In the air, that it was coming, and would be here
apon. Thos it was hoped the miliitary nerve of
tho country would relax, men would surmive that
there in no need to make sacrifices and endure privations
now at the eleventh hour, and stragglers and absenteen
would deem It not worth while to come back to their
commands, and thus the confederacy would be less in a
condition 1o oppose with effect the advance of Sherman
through the Carolinas and of Thomas through Fast
Tennessee, both clostog in upon Richmond. This policy
af our prudent enemlcs has in & great measure succceded
owing to the weakness of Mr. Davis in admitting unan-

our g , and Breckinridge in the War Department,
we trusl thal the real business of the country will have
come chance of being attonded to, and tho real business
of the country ls, for the present, war, and not peace,
THE FEACE COMMISSIONERS AT FETERSBURG.
I'erenemono, Jan. 29, 1966

During church hours to-day a heavy cannonading was
in progress on our lines, belween our and the enemy's
river batberies,

Messrs.  Btephens, Hunter and Campbell, commls-
sioncrs, are in the city, and will bo passod Ly fag of
truce through Hushrod Joh 'n lines to Their

s B y of Btute in Davis' Cabinet, and was bailed
throughout the South as ‘““the right man in the right
place,”” He did not long remaln in the position, but
resigned in favor of the “ltile Jew Benjamin' in March,
1862. Ho has since then been In the rebel Senate, of
which body he was Prestdent during the protracted ab-
sence of Mr. Btephens during the tirst purt of the present
seggion of that body.
JUDGE JOUN A. CAMPBELL, OF ALABAMA,

the conservative member of the rebel peace commis.
slon, was formerly an Aesocinto Justice of the United
. States fupreme Court. He was appointed by Mr. Plerce
in 1883, and held his position up to the beginning of the

migsion excites much comment in all circles.

More Commissloners.
COMMISSIONERS FROM FRANCE, ENGLAND A¥D TLLI«
KOIA IN RICAMOND.

[From the Richmond Dispatch, Jan. 30 )

Burely now Is the season of “comimlesioners.”” Tt was
currently reported in this city yestorday evening that n
commissioner from the French government had arrived,
Weo have not seenm any such gentleman. When Mr.
Stephens and party went into Grant's lnes at Petersburg

thorized and unofficial Yankees to private audi , and
thelr succees has blossomed (oto n rutnor that the Prosi-
deut has s:nt three commisgioners to Washington to

peace except such as should be dictated by conguerers o
the vanquished. Notlung has cccurred since to mollify

thelr d aposition ; but much to strengthen their conviction
that they can subjugnte us, Even the party opposed to Lin-
coln's re-election only talked of negotiation and stites.
manship as a means of restoring the Union. The visit of our
commisgioners may be permitted only for the purpose of
sati=(ying all partiea thero that no poace can be mado
with us except on the basis of separation. Many
of the late supporters of MeClellan are pledged, when
satisfied of this, o the most unrelenting war. Their
atcesgion to the udministration party would relleve Lin-
culn of many embarrassmenta and give him full swing,
Moreover, a call for three hundred thousand (resh troops
s now pending. They come In slowly, notwithstanding
they have boen assurcd by the Tridune and other lnading
papers that it b= not at all likely they will ever havo to
fre or face o gun. The actial prndency of negatintions for
prace—the declaration; perhape, of a truce—would be a
powerful backer to the promive that they will not have
to fight. A large bounty and a fow weeka of barragka
life only would be a temptation too strong for tho multi-
tudes of moneyless dlers and Immigmnts in the North to
ronist,  Seward may beliove that he can, by one pretext or
another, keep our commissionors lo Waghington il all

the recrnits needed are o this way obtained. It (s well
to recollect how he played with and deceived the camm-

mbisioners that visited Washington in March, 1561, keep-
Ing them there a whole month, while a naval expedition
was propariag fur the relief of Fort Sumter, and pledg-
Iog himsell tho wholo time that Sumter shouid be eyaou-
atek.  Judge Camapbell, at least, will not be apt to furget
what occurred on that occaslon, Knowing, then, that we
bave & wily aod uaprincipled enemy to deal with, we
repeat that the only safe course 1o be pursued Ix to st to
work lmmedlately, and with all possible energy, pre-
pare for the spring campaign. If peace shiould Inter-
vene these proparations will have done no harm; If war
shionld continue they will it us to face 'it.  1f wo permit
ourselves to ba decolved and thrown olf our gaard, grow-

ing woaker daily while they grow strongor, we aliall roap

a harvest of disnstors,

Thé Presidont hasdone well in the selections he has
made of commissioners. The choice of Mr. Stophens
ghows a proper regard for that sentiment fn the country
least aatisfied with hls admiolstration. Mr. Honler re-
presents the thoories aud docirines on which the soces.
sion of these Stales was bawed ; while Judge Camphbell
may be taken aa the oxp t of thoso shaies of op

g something which shall be called a treaty, which
rumor (s falee, It i8 best to suy openly, in plain English,
what is going on; to brugh awny the mystery which hns

been thrown d the alleged looking
towards pence, ®0 that nobody may be disappointed
heroafter.

Turee emi Southern n have gone to Wash.

Ington. They are Vice President Btephens, Senutor
Nuuter, of Virginia, and Judge Campbell, of Alabamn
They are not negotiators, and have no power (o treal. They
are mo! evin commisgioners from our government,” nor gre
they empowered to represent or (o speak for the country, Inng.
much as there has been no appointment by the President
or by the Fenate, In short, juet ae Jaquess and Kirke,
and alier them Mr, Blair, came to Richmond to ta'k with
any one who wonld converse with them, and were but
too suceessful in getting themeelves received at the Ex-
ecutive mansion, #o there three Confederate gentlemen
0 to Washington to have a conversation with the epemy,
though it is doubtful whether they will bave equal suc.
cess in being admitted L the White House,

Now it would be unjust to prejudgo the act'on or im.
pugn the motives of the three gentlemen who have gone
thus into the enemy s country. It may bo that thoy go
10 Washington knowing very well beforehand that neithor

yesterdny morning, on tho return of our flag of truee,
thern came (nto our lines a gentleman from Ilinaols,
named Grant, who is alro sald to be a peace commls.
sloner,

We may mention in connection with the reported
nrrival here of a Freneh commissioner that the rumor
i bruught down from Northern Virginia that the French
Min ster at Waslidngton has, from some cause which bas
not yet trunspired, demanded his pacporta. We have no
menns of dold ag upon the truth of this rumor. Our
latest Northern papera aro of the evening of the 20d
Inst. It being apparently an accepted theory of oor
governm ot that the people have no interest either in
the war of the pence which must at some time follow,
no pans s tuken o pot the press in possession of

authentie intell gence concorning great public events, |

frequentls only known to the government, and thereby
enable them to give the fucts to the eountry or currect
false amd pernlclons reports, Wo make s remork
gruerally, not belng especlally axcited thercto by the
report abaut the rrwch mlnlnu.-r.

THE REBEL PEACE COMMISSIONERS.

The thrse commissionars who are e route to Washing-
ton are wmong the most prominent of the Southern
leaders, pad thelr antecedants becoma, under the kingu.

peaco nor armistice can come of their pr gn; bt
that wrms of submission will be offerod them ko degrid.
Ing and revolting an at once toshut the mouths of all
Ypeace men'’ in the confederacy, and anite all the prople
in the unanimous ivo of flerco resi 1o guch an
insolent and remorseless foe.  And we all might know
well enongh, without pending speclal wesscag rm to hear
it with their own care, what terms will Lo propossd o
such of Mr. Lincoln's fellow citizens as may wish to make
paco. Not only from all the offlcial declamtions of
that government, but also [rom the lasguage beld
by Mr. Blair to varlous persons I this elty, two-things
arg certun that the enemy will stipulate—first, for snb-
misslon w the fedoral authority ; and, second, fur abuli-
tlon of slavery, elther immediate op mdull. Thess are
the two main polute, and (heso Include averything,
These would decide the whole of the jesucs of this war,
and decide them ngninst us.  State soveroignty would be
finally overtlirown by the first condition, and those States
would become provinces or departments of an empire,
and the distinetive eloment of our Fouthern civilization,
which was also the occasion of the present struggle,
would be abandoned by the d ditl thut s to
say, by these terma of pence we should eonfess ourelves

that lis between the extremes. They are gentlomen of
wuch charncter and abllity as to give dignity to the great
mi n which they have gone, and of such fairn: s and
mom“ a8 to furn'sh sssuranoe (o the enemy thal wo
are acting In good falth and with & pincere desire to ardom-
plish a savisfactory settloment, Tho Presideat, we say,
has done well In this matter. Weo recognizn in tho
#-lectionn he has made that deforence for the Judgmoent
and wishes of the peeple that should always govern the
head of & reprasostative government, Continuing to sct
in this spirit, we hope that bo will take all needful steps
for the contiagency of the failare of negotiat ons. We
have not yes hoard that e had called Genoral Lee to the
poaition provided for lilm by Cungress, uor that he has
restored G | Jolinston do the 1 of the Army
of Tomnewsos, an urged upon him in so (mpesing o farm,

The Cabinet, with one ulerpﬂln. remajus unchanged,

The B x of Bub iption, &e., continue
under the new management ofnﬂlciut who do noh doms
mand a derirable shago of public eonfidencs,  The offes of
the Adjutant and laspoetor General In pot distingutahed for
‘mergy and sysiam.  In thase and in many oiber thinps
thd Presidenst may do much to strengten the cause snd

oquered. Nor woulll it end thero. We have aiready
several timea shown that, if conquered, wo must be at
tha merey of the eonquerors, and that they have
slready a code of laws enacted to make uw Know
& blnnder altogother.  Not only fa there no single symp-
tom that thoss Earopean Powers are changing (hoir
policy in & manner favorable to us, but no cecasion will
arise at the 4th of March fur rocognition of any person
orany thing. The Buropean Powers know nothing aboit
the éth of Marcli. Thay de mot renew their recognition
of the United Siates on be insugurstion of & now Presi-
dent, and they will not be called upon for any action
whatsoever that day more than noy otber day, That de
lusion may be dismissod.. It is trae that the enemy i in
nn eagee hiurry to Anish tho war, but for far d Mersnt
reusans, Oue 8 the usunl Yankes histrionic melodramat
wort of reason—tlole desire to have o blg fete ey, and b0
commence Lineoln's new torm punctually at midnight of
the 3d with b phant bell riuging and can ralutes
ovee a  resioped  Unlon.  Another  moason, snd
more pressing ome slill, Ia, that they nnderstand th
meaning of two the okl words, vae victie, Thie @ (ho kil
of peace, tho only kind, that the three Confedorato com.

mussloncrs will over hear of at Washington. There aco |

lar ¢l of their return to tho sational capital,
o matter of grave Interest.  One of the rebiel papers, from
which we have given elaborito extracts on the subjeot of
thelr visdy and the powers with which thoy nre clothed,
alludes tothem as ropresenting each o difforent phase of
Houthern sentiment. One s called w roonstroctionist,
another ¢ radical secesaionist, and the third scompromlse
between e two,
NRECIE OF ALXXANDER 11 STOPIENY, OF GRONGIA

Tho resel Vieo Prosident, Aloxander H. Stophons, who
Is ana afthe commiasionors, |5 looked upon & represent.
g the wonustruction sentiment (o the South. e
reluctandas to engagn ln the reballion, and his strung and
carnest denunclstlons of the action tending towards
secession a4 the greatest folly ever committed by the
“onth, hive aver mads him an objoct of distrust to the
radical meepslonbits.  Thin distrugt has lataly boen in.
oreased by his lotlors urging woiie much action as that
upon wilch he is now ongaged,

M. Buphens was borm in Talllaferro eounty, Ga., on
Fobruars 11, 1812, He gradusted at Frankiin Colleg,
Athens, Georgia, in 1902, and wan admited w the bur o
1504 11 1830 ho was elected to tho lower housa of the
fieargie Leginlature, and morved, by reilection, for v
naccesele torns.  In 1842 ho was |n the Siate Benato of
Georgaas & whig partiasn, In the follawing year he
wis aleced 10 Congress by a heavy majorty. In 1844
he wupprted Mr. Clay for the Presidency ; but, In opposi.
tion to lis candidete’s viows, favored the annexation of
Tetan. Ho and the How. Wilard Brown, of Tennisse,
were the authors of the which, an passod, ad.
mitied %xaa (nte the Unfon.  In 1847 ho submitted a
serles of rovolutions on the Mexioan war which sbse-
quently »came the platform of tho whig party during
the canpa’gn of 1848, Ho opposed (he Claytan

compronise  in 1848, and look w  promiuent
park I the  passage of Mr. Clay's esmpromioe
menstrd  In 1580, Tn 1848 he was  ehairman

of the Cammitiee on Territories, and alded mnch in sifert
0y the passago of the Kanwns Nobraska ach, in 1454
vhien e whig party was broken up Mre. Stephens united
vith thy demeoris, and supporied Me. Buchuonn's al-

nistrlon. AL the elnn off the Th iy ifth Gopgreo
he deelived & poid lﬂ:flrm 1o Congress, Doring the cam
rgn e’ 1960 he supported Duugias and Jolinston, and
npposec o dimolution of the Uslon ln cam of Me Lin
culn e dection,

Un Navember 14, 1800, imued ately aftor Mr. Lincoln's

bellion, when he resigned, May 2, 16861, doclaring him-
self & Unionist, but bound to adhere to the forluncs of
his Etate. During March, 1561, he made himsedf proml-
nent us an intermediary beiween the rebel commissioners
in Washington and Becrctary Foward. Ie afterwards
reported the substance of his cfforts to bring about the
reception of the commissionors in a long letter, in which
he acoused Secretary Seward and (he administration of
equivocating, and slludes to the full of Sumter a8 a great
calanity, HY shortly after Jolned the Richmond govern.
ment, and wos Iostalled as Assistaut Fecretary of War,
which positfon he resigned abont a wuk sinco, st the
request of the rebel Congress. He now uppumi 45 i peace
commissioner to Washington.

The Skating Pouds.

The “ball’ s still up, snd the skating earnival con.
tinues to impart health and vigor to tons of thousends of
Yyonng Ameriea'' who, freed from all restealot under
the reign of Jack Frost, avall themsclves of his
lengibioned visit among us to eujoy themeelves on the
fee.  Yestonlay, notwithetanding some indleationg of a
thaw on the proviogs cvening, the ponds on the Park
and the Fifth avenge pond were in exeollont condi
tlon for skating.  Large numbers wers present to sojoy
the gport, but not (o the same extent n on the preceding
days, from the impression probabily that the fee was not
in wood condition,  This, however, permitted a greater
Intitude to those who were present (o oxhibit thelr vir.
ons acoomplishimonts in this most exhilirating exereise,
Thero wers & large number of experienced sKaters at the
Fifthavenas pond, many of the i from disgtant cliies, whe,
while gojourners here from the Canndis and the other

provinees, ciabraced the opportunity of Keepiog theie
foot In practies, and whoss evolutlong wore wiin ssed
with mach pleasure by thousands of spectstors from the
grounds and the sheltered plugas of the propriviom’

budklioge on the shore,  There s overy prospuct for a
good time ou the oo to- d.-ny

Iraviaw Oemma Toowponr, — ‘ru night the new semson
opensat the Academy, with Donizetti's grand opera of
Don Seetian.  The ariginal enst, including Znechl and
Mussimilisni, will bo pres-rved.  All the flne scontry,
eostumen,  nercased chorus and splendid pageantry,
which minde this opeea the best in soeulc and sp ctacular
effoct ever produced in this country, will be uneLanged
siuce i lntroduetion last season. A% the subecripblon
st A= fall and the secured seals noarly sl engaged we
may anticipate a brilliant opening nighs

Dr Serem Cosemnr. —Thers (8 to be a grumt compli-

mentary concert to Gustave De Spless, st Dodworth Hall
this evening. As several of the most distinguished artists
In the ety Lave boon cngaged upon thia occamion, It
prommises to b any of the fAnest of the season,

Duavaric Ermlmvun'r —Misn Nipa Foster, who is
very favorably knowsn to the publie, sunounces her in.
tomtian to give a dramade asd poatio recitation m Dod.
worth Wil 800 Broadeny, on Monday evening noxt, the
Oth lust.  The recitalion will begin ab eight o'clock, and
will doubtiem be Iiln;ruly Pbroni e ml,

Porrnare oF Geernat, Suensas —Mr, John €. Butire,
of No. 4 Franklio street, in this city, bas just publistied
w splendid ateel plats engraving of Major Genaral Willian
T. shorman, the reaowned congieror of Atlanta and Sa-
vannah,  This portralt in generslly sdmited to ba one of
tha Anest over made. Tt 1s engraved in the highest style
of art, the linoamaonts of the fuos speaking the fxed por
poses of the moul.  Bvery patriot ahoald have one of
theso magnilficent engravings, Around the porteail is
border giving views of Buzeard's Roost, Kencsaw Moon.
taln and tho struggle for Atlanta

'!'xunn.—n; _t;hn;nq

War aon's Waleet  mada
o farowell appearapes at this  Lheatre last  night
aw Majop Do Boots, In  Everybody's  Frien!
Thongh  the humor with  which be persanated

the part-<his old pesuliar happlocss of manver snd
uiteranco—did in some measure pevive Lhe plessant
remembranoes of by gone dayn, it waa te forca & paln
ful conbriel between the rplrit, galety and fores of the

actor's nrime and hie present tondenoy o the Inevitabie
sore afd yollow.  Hi= eon eption of the part of Mojor
D Moot was excellont, amd his rendition, e ept for
eamn deblnquencles of vobe, mbimieable.  Tie o dicw ¢

Witk nm exeeedingly large and fashionable one, and i
U bt of wpglanss (o tie ol favor te carmest aud
very hearty, Never bolore did an acter r

more unequive ol expression of the good

U@ D Ll mey many Gimen provoked 1o the

list “clears thie air'' asd lighitens tho bearl

EUmA rily disb by government M it pays mar-
kot price for property taken for public use. The Tax bilk
will raise geven hundred million dollars and a d

of (ifteen por cent is to be allowed for prompt payment

Passnge of the Bill to Employ Klaves by
the Rebel Congreas.
[From the Richmond Exaniner, Jan. 30,]

The rebel House of Ropresentatives on Saturday passed
the Seoate bill to provide for the employment of frea
negroes and slaves to work upon fortifications, &e., witls
amendments,

Daviv Has No Disposition to Appoint Lee
Commuanicr-in-Chicf.
[From the Richmond Examiner, Jau, 30,]

1t i5 undorstood that the nomination of Ceneral Lea
will be sent into the Senate to-day to Bl the newly
created oflice of commander-in-chief of the armios of
the confederacy. It 18 known that wo steps whatever
bave been taken by the Execative under or with mofer.
anee Lo the resolition recommending the reiostat meud
ol General Juhnston.

Mosby on His Travels.
[From the Richmond Examiner, Jan. 307
We are happy to announce that this distiuguished
ehileftain hag sufciently recavered from his wovnd to b
able to travel, and that he reachied this city yesterdoy
ovening by the Central train, A few days will see b
e suddle again,

Gold in the South.
[From the Rchmond Dispatch, Jan. 80.]

Gold on Baturday morning epened at forty seven, and
ran up as high as AFLy-two; but the sews of the appotot-
ment of the peace commilssioners sent It down rapidly,
and considerable amouuts were sold as low as forty-two.

Huarning of a Hotel at Marietta.
Maicox, Jan. 28 1885
The Marietta Hotel, at Marictta, was destroyed by fire
on the might of the 20th inst. The orlgin of the Oir: s
stuppused to have been accidental.

THOMAS.
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RECONNCISSANCE TO GOHI!TE. MMISS.

THE ENREMY EVACUATE.

HCOD'S MAIN ARMY AT TVPELO,

&ty &y &cs
Our Eastpost (ML Correspondence,
Fasoeoer, Misa | Jap, 21, 1885

The First brigade, First diviston of cavaley, Milktacy
Mrislon of the Mikdedppl, and one dividon of the iy
teenth army corps, utelor command of Brigndice Gonoral
L. Uraxton, returned this evening (roim s recannols anog
wowands Hoot's posdtion.  They left hers oo ehe oth
et for Copinth, passing throngh Tuka and HBrownsyiile,
When the troops got witinn sizht of the rebal outposts,
at Corinto, the enomy withidraw into tho town Hoaml s
foron in Corinth i3 estimated ot about four handrod,
Hood, with his main force, i at Tapelo,  The rebols o
trewted on the plank moud ronning W Danville, bat not
befure onr troops had captared theety - five of them, e
fore leaving Corioth they burned the depot and Tishas
mingo House,

Police Tutelligenee,

BURGLARIES IN WESTCUEETLK COONTY—SEVERAL
MFN AND WOUMEN ARRESTED -THE GANG RUOREN
ve.

For nearly two years past the villags of Mount Vernon,
Westehiester county, has been lufested by n gang of bor
plars, mostly from thie city, who have broken open ol

robbed the dwelling: of minny eouldeuts of that pises;, and
it seemed almost impossibin o obtaln any cloa which
wonld justity the authortes there in making any ar

reni= AL length the Margiaries became so freguonk hiat
dudge Van Cott, Mr. Dasenbiey ond sany ot of the
first citizens of Mo ot Versoon formed  thema Ivest into a

vigilance committon for the purpose of it only are sting
the borglurs, but Gltbmately s coring their conv ollom and
panishiment,  To ald the comulibee in tioir efocts the
werviges of dotective Slowey, of tin New York fures, and

officer Montgumery, of Weitchestor conaty, wers se-
curvd, and  the ofivers have turnwd.d i ur
resting A-gust Ohristman, John Fink, Jacob O sick altas
Chuteh Chardey,” John Muller, Juck Adier {ealdped)
Mary Jolinsom (a lI-v-lr colured), I.r'nrrh Stov r, Peter Bmith,
Al Elliott, Mre. Moore and her davghiter, all of whor
stand ¢ hntnm! witly being concernod in tha eonnnisaon
of the numerous burglarios wod robberies (o Mount V.
non.  The prismeos were arreated on warrn ity isseed by
Judgn Meeks, of Mount Veruon, aml taken o White
Plaing, where most of then wore commiibed for il
throe pk,u i ware adimitied to bail for thelr futare ap.

pearan The officers alloged that the burglars wers iy
Ll Bt of meeting At night st the houses of Miss Bl ats
and Mre, Moore for the purpoee of perecting the © plans

fur plundering the citlzons of Mount Vernon, Some of
e defendanis live in New York and were arrested lioro,
Tha gang |4 now thought to Iw toroughly boken up,
anil those oot fu custedy have tkon Bight sud rim awy,
Others of the desperadoes, however, are known, and the
policd are in parsait nl" them. reat eredin s due 10
otllere Montpomery and doteative Slowey (or their vicis
lace wod suesess o arresting o many of the partes
wllvged o huve been concerned (o the !mrglnlm
Sale of & lcw-p- er,
Purapgarima, Feb 1, 1565

The Eveming Bullstin win sold at auction this afternoon
for $50.000, It was purchused in tho Interest of e
former propriotors, J. % Chamvers and Golonel Cuin-
miags retiring

Arrivals and Departures.
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